
Jackson Township 
Franklin County, Ohio 

3756 Hoover Road - P.O. Box 517 - Grove City, Ohio 43123 
Phone: 614-875-2742 - Fax: 614-871-6456 - jacksontwp.org 

Fiscal Officer Board of Trustees       Administrator 
Ron Grossman Ron McClure          Shane W. Farnsworth 

David Burris 
Jim Rauck 

Variance 10-VA-2024 

Property Owner: Covenant Church 
Property: 1240 Borror Road, (parcel #160-003100) 

108.01 Nature of a Variance 
On a particular property, extraordinary circumstances may exist making a strict enforcement of 
the applicable Development Standards of the Zoning Resolution unreasonable. Therefore, the 
procedure for Variance from Development Standards is provided to allow the flexibility 
necessary to adapt to changed or unusual conditions, both foreseen and unforeseen, under 
circumstances which do not ordinarily involve a change in the application of this Zoning 
Resolution. Applications for Variances are heard by the Board of Zoning Appeals, hereinafter 
the Board. 

Sections of the Jackson Township Zoning Regulations requesting a Variance: 

The applicant is requesting a variance for a structure mounted sign. 

306.04 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
A. General Requirements. Signs shall not be placed within a public right-of-way, shall not create
a demonstrable safety hazard for pedestrians or vehicles, shall not resemble by design, color or
shape any governmental sign, and the level of illumination emitted by or reflected from a sign
shall not be of an intensity or direction sufficient to create either a safety hazard to the safe
movement of vehicles on adjacent streets or a nuisance to adjacent properties.

B. Design and Construction. All signs shall be designed, constructed, and maintained in
accordance with the following standards:

1. All signs shall comply with applicable provisions of the Ohio Basic Building Code and the
applicable electrical code.

2. Except for banners, flags, temporary signs, and window signs conforming in all respects
with the requirements of this Resolution, all signs shall be constructed of permanent
materials and shall be permanently attached to the ground, a building, or another structure by
direct attachment to a rigid wall, frame, or structure.

3. No more than four (4) colors shall be used on the sign and white and black shall be
considered colors for the purposes of this chapter.

C. Computations. The following principles shall control the computation of sign area and sign
height.
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1. Computation of Area of Individual Signs. The area of a sign face (which is also the sign area 
of a wall sign or other sign with only one face) shall be computed by means of the smallest 
square, circle, rectangle, triangle, or combination thereof that will encompass the extreme limits 
of the writing, representation, emblem, or other display, together with any material or color 
forming an integral part of the background of the display or used to differentiate the sign from 
the backdrop or structure against which it is placed, but not including any supporting 
framework, bracing, or decorative fence or wall when such fence or wall otherwise meets 
Zoning Resolution regulations and is clearly incidental to the display itself. 
 
306.07 SIGNS REQUIRING A PERMIT 
The following signs are allowed subject to meeting the requirements of this chapter and shall not 
be erected until issuance of a permit by the Zoning Administrator. 
 
A. Wall Signs. One (1) wall sign may be allowed for each business in a non-residential district 
and such sign shall indicate the use established and/or goods sold or services rendered on the 
premises. Such sign shall be affixed to the structure. 
 
1. Display Surface. 

a. The aggregate display surface of a wall sign shall not exceed one (1) square foot for 
every one (1) linear foot of the use's building street frontage not to exceed a maximum 
aggregate size of seventy (70) square feet. Street frontage is defined as the total width of 
that side of a building which faces the principal improved public right-of-way, excluding 
any extension of a building wall beyond the building itself. 
 
b. In the case of a corner lot or other situation where the building site abuts more than one 
improved public right-of-way (not including alleys), the applicant shall specify which is the 
primary frontage which shall be the basis for the primary wall sign. The secondary building 
facade that fronts the secondary or other public right-of-way shall constitute a second 
frontage and a secondary wall sign may be allowed with display surface not to exceed one-
half square foot per one lineal foot of street frontage as defined above not to exceed a 
maximum aggregate size of thirty-five (35) square feet. 
 
c. For buildings that don't front an improved public right-of- way, as in shopping centers, 
the drives and parking areas adjacent to such building shall be considered as public streets 
for the purpose of this chapter, provided that where any such drive or parking area abuts a 
residential district, the frontage of the building on such drive or parking area shall not be 
considered as frontage for such purpose if the distance from such building to the nearest 
private property in said residential district is less than one-hundred and fifty (150) feet. 
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2. Height. The maximum height of a wall sign shall not exceed twenty (20) feet and wall signs 
shall not project above the roof line or the cap of parapets of the building on which it is attached. 
 
3. Placement. Wall signs must be flat or flush on the face of any building or any architecturally 
designed extension thereof, and project not more than twelve (12) inches (except on mansard 
type facias, where as to obtain a level position, the top of the sign may cantilever out more than 
twelve inches). Signs may be installed on an attached canopy, roof or marquee which projects 
beyond the building over a walk or yard, provided that no part of such signs may extend above 
such canopy, roof, or marquee. Such signs shall face a street, parking lot, or service drive.  
 
 
Action by the Board 
The Board shall only approve a variance or modification thereof if the following findings are 
mad 

• That special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land or structure 
involved and which are not applicable to other lands or structures in the same Zoning 
District.  
 

• No special conditions exist. 
 

• That a literal interpretation of the provisions of this Zoning Resolution would deprive the 
applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district 
under terms of this Zoning Resolution.  
 

• Interpretation of this zoning resolution does not deprive this property owner rights 
commonly enjoyed by other property owners within the same zoning district. 
 

• That the special conditions and circumstances do not result from the action of the 
applicant.  
 

• The property owner currently owns the sign and is wanting to utilize the sign at this new 
location 
 

• That granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege 
that is denied in this Zoning Resolution to other lands or structures in the same Zoning 
District.  
 

• Granting of the variance will allow for the placement of a sign larger than permitted by 
the zoning regulations. 
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• That granting the variance will not adversely affect the health or safety of persons 
residing or working in the vicinity of the proposed development, be materially 
detrimental to the public welfare, or injurious to private property or public improvements 
in the vicinity. 
 

• Granting of the variance will not adversely affect the health or safety of persons residing 
or working in the vicinity of the sign. 

• The building front yard setback of the new building is over 850 feet front the road right of 
way of Borror road. 

• The property to the east and south are the Southeastern Conservation Club which are 
used for agricultural row crops. 

• The property to the west is a platted subdivision for single family homes.  The lots are 
five + acre lots with a protected riparian corridor along Patzer Ditch. 

• The trees on the Covenant Church property that are located in the floodplain along the 
west side of their property are also in a protected area.  

 
The proposed sign is approximately 171.076 square feet.  The Jackson Township Zoning 
Regulations state, “The aggregate display surface of a wall sign shall not exceed one (1) square 
foot for every one (1) linear foot of the use's building street frontage not to exceed a maximum 
aggregate size of seventy (70) square feet.”  The sign seeking a variance is an increase of 
144.39%. 
 

 
Attachments: 

1. Variance Application 
2. Sign Details and Building Elevation 


















